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NASHVILLE SONGWRITERS TO BE FEATURED AT 
TEXAS 4000 TRIBUTE

Scotty Emerick, Paul Overstreet & Richie McDonald to Entertain 
Riders, Families and Guests at Celebration Raising Funds for Cancer
AUSTIN, TEXAS (July 14, 2009) — The Sense Corp Texas 4000 for Cancer today announced that three of Nashville’s most successful singer-songwriters will be the featured entertainment at the August 29, 2009 Texas 4000 Tribute. The Tribute welcomes home 44 young Texans who are cycling 4,687 miles this summer from Austin to Anchorage on their mission to share 
Hope, Knowledge and Charity with those fighting cancer.
“Each day the Texas 4000 riders put on their helmets, strap in their shoes, and challenge their bodies and their minds as they ride from Austin to Alaska,” said Jamille Ruebsahm, Executive Director of the Sense Corp Texas 4000 for Cancer. “Their commitment to raising awareness of cancer and raising funds to find a cure merits a celebration, and the Texas 4000 Tribute is the homecoming they deserve.”

The Sense Corp Texas 4000 for Cancer started six years ago when one man, Chris Condit, sought a way to share a message of hope, knowledge and charity to those with cancer. A cancer survivor himself, Condit decided to embark on an epic bike journey from Austin, Texas to Anchorage, Alaska. Since then, the charity has raised more than $1.5 million for cancer research. More than 250 riders have completed the trek, and each year they are welcomed home with a gala celebration, the Texas 4000 Tribute. 

“We are thrilled to have the songwriters join in this amazing celebration,” said Amy King, Co-Chair of the 2009 Texas 4000 Tribute. “The songwriters will tell the story behind the songs we all know and love, while paying special tribute to the dedicated Texas 4000 riders.” 
 

A limited number of sponsorship opportunities and tickets are available for this special event. All proceeds benefit The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. For more information on the Sense Corp Texas 4000 for Cancer, or to purchase tickets for the Texas 4000 Tribute, visit www.texas4000.org/tribute/.
-MORE-
About the Sense Corp Texas 4000 for Cancer:

The longest annual charity ride in the world, the Sense Corp Texas 4000 for Cancer is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to preventing and fighting cancer. Each year a team of dedicated student cyclists brave the elements to complete a 4,687 mile bicycle journey beginning in Austin, Texas and finishing in Anchorage, Alaska to share hope, knowledge and charity. The Texas 4000 riders train, raise funds, educate and develop as leaders and servants in the community. For more information, visit www.texas4000.org.
About the Songwriters: 
Paul Overstreet: As a songwriter, Paul has written and co-written over 35 top ten songs, and multiple # 1's. His first being George Jones', “Same Ole Me” however Many artists have recorded his songs as well including Randy Travis, singing “On the Other Hand”, “Digging up Bones” and “Forever and Ever, Amen”. Alison Krauss has recorded “When You Say Nothing at All”, The Judd's have sung “Love Can Build A Bridge” and Kenny Chesney had huge success with “She Thinks My Tractor's Sexy”. Other hits have been recorded by Glen Campbell, Pam Tillis, Mel Tillis, Travis Tritt, Michael Martin Murphey and countless others.  Paul has also written and recorded many songs himself. His own albums have produced nine top 10 hits including his first number one song as a performer, “Seein' My Father in Me”. Paul, along with cowriters, has earned two Grammy Awards, his first for “Forever and Ever, Amen” and the other for “Love Can Build a Bridge”. BMI honored Paul as Songwriter of the Year for five consecutive years from 1987-1991 and he was inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Foundation Hall of Fame in 2003.

 

Scotty Emerick: At the young age of 35, Scotty Emerick has already made a huge impact on the world of country music. He has written several of Toby Keith’s number one hits including "Good Once as I Ever Was",“I’m Just Talkin’ about Tonight”, “I Love this Bar” and the Willie Nelson duet, “Beer for My Horses”. Scotty has also written songs for Sawyer Brown, George Strait and several other artists. His debut album, “The Coast Is Clear”, was issued in 2003 and produced two of his four chart singles on the U.S. Billboard Hot Country Songs Charts. Scotty has written 19 of the 24 songs on Toby Keith's last two platinum award winning albums and he has toured Iraq 6 times performing for our troops. Scotty won the 2004 Songwriter of the Year award from the Nashville Songwriters Association International and earned two Grammy nominations for the Willie Nelson/Toby Keith duet, “Beer for My Horses”. "I eat, sleep, and drink music," Scotty says. "I'm always gonna do it, no matter what happens."

 

Richie McDonald: Richie McDonald has long been one of music's most accomplished and wide-ranging talents. Recognized as one of country's best singers, he was the face and voice of Lonestar, ranked among the genre's preeminent groups. The list of accomplishments McDonald brings to his solo career is among music's most noteworthy. His was the voice behind songs like "Amazed," "Smile" and "No News" and the pen behind songs like "My Front Porch Looking In" and "Let Them Be Little." He has earned six gold and platinum albums, several CMA and ACM awards as well as BMI awards for songwriting. In writing and singing "I'm Already There," he was responsible for a song embraced so warmly by the military and their families it became an unofficial anthem for U.S. troops serving the Middle East. "That has to be the most rewarding part about writing songs," he says, "when you can actually see the effect it has had on other people's lives." He has also written songs recorded by John Michael Montgomery, Clay Walker, Billy Dean, Sara Evans and the Wilkersons, among others.
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